
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Editorial 
 

aster is the celebration of hope and the greatest feast of Christianity.   Jesus of Nazareth, 
a prophet anointed by God, was rejected by the chief priests and elders of the Jewish 
community.  He was subjected to physical torture and had to suffer the ignominy of 

accepting a horrendous death by crucifixion.  However, Good Friday is not an end, but points 
to a future with hope and anticipation of the greatest event in human history i.e. the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Jesus was not merely a prophet but the Saviour of the whole 
world and of creation, and through His purifying and sanctifying blood renews the whole 
human race and cleanses it of all sin and darkness.  Easter Sunday beckons hope and joy, and 
heralds the beginning of God’s reign and justice.  
 

Both the world and creation are going through a Good Friday experience.  The reckless mass 
shooting in a New Zealand mosque killing innocent people who had assembled to pray is 
nothing but an indicator of a mind-set that unleashes terror, fear, and violence, ultimately 
causing death and destruction.  The terrorist attack massacring 42 Indian soldiers, the 
crashing of an Ethiopian Airlines flight killing about 186 people on board because of technical 
error, or 5 people losing their lives as a result of bridge collapse in Mumbai because of the 
carelessness of municipal officials only reflects the deteriorating value of human life and a 
situation of despondency and helplessness.  
 

Creation too continues to groan in pain as unabated destruction of forest land, increasing 
pollution in the cities with harmful impacts on human health, and growing loss of bio-
diversity because of flawed understanding of development continues all over the world.  The 
consumerist lifestyle, unbridled with greed for accumulating more, is depleting our planet’s 
resources and further broadening the divide between the ‘Haves’ and the ‘Have-nots’.  The 
growing climatic changes in the world have seen series of natural disasters like floods, 
typhoons, cyclones, forest fires, earthquakes, etc. causing serious hardships to people 
especially the poor and the marginalised.  Therefore, creation also is 
going through a process of dying. 
 

However we have the ‘Good News’ – the joy of Easter pervades the 
whole universe as Jesus fulfils His promise in Revelation 21:5  - ‘Behold 
I am making all things new’.  The passion, death and resurrection of 
Jesus have not only transformed sinful human beings but also 
transformed the whole of creation.  Hence in a world filled with 
sorrow, pain and suffering we can rejoice and be happy as Christ will 
metamorphose the gloom and grim situation into joy and happiness.  
A new heavens and a new earth is possible.  However we need to 
respond as a church and as a world community to mitigate the impact 
of global warming and climate change.  
 

The ‘Green Diocese Initiative’ announced by Cardinal Oswald Gracias is certainly a wonderful 
step in this direction.  The Archdiocesan Office for Environment, under the guidance of 
Bishop Allwyn D’Silva, has proposed five thrust areas to preserve and care for creation.  These 
are: Spirituality, Awareness, Engagement, Building Coalitions and Personal Lifestyles.  Several 
parishes and schools have already initiated activities and various programmes to make our 
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diocese truly a ‘Green Archdiocese’.  Yet, a lot more has to be achieved as we need to reach out 
and collaborate with different cells, associations and other networks to save our Mother Earth 
and to care for her.  May the resurrected Christ bless all our efforts and inspire us to care for 
‘Creation’ – the greatest gift given to us by God, our Heavenly Father.  
 

Wishing you all a very Happy and Joyous season of Easter! 
 

- Fr Joseph Gonsalves 
 

 
 

TOWARDS A GREEN DIOCESE: AN UPDATE 
 

Last Christmas…Parishes went Green! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Green Crib at St Pius the Tenth, 
Mulund – From Greed Earth to 

Green Earth: Jesus is born in a 
greenhouse because the rest of the 

Earth is too polluted.  This crib won 
3rd place at the Innovative National 

Parish Level Crib Contest 2018 
organised by the Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference of India. 

As part of the Green Diocese initiative of the Archdiocese of Bombay, the youth of 
St Michael, Mahim put up a 12-ft tall Christmas tree made of more than 500 
recycled plastic bottles brought by the parishioners of the Church.  The Bombay 

Catholic Sabha – St Michael’s Unit launched e-waste and tetrapak recycling.  

E-waste collection drive organised by Bombay Catholic Sabha – St Michael’s Unit in January 2019  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

‘Green Diocese’ is a long-term initiative that envisages the lowering of the carbon footprint of the 

Archdiocese of Bombay, with a positive contribution to the environment.  It is hoped that Bombay 

will show the way and become a model for other dioceses to emulate.  However, the Archdiocese 

of Bombay cannot claim to be on the path of greening and thus building a better future without unity 

and co-operation.  The wonderful work being done in parishes and institutions has to be publicised 

and intensified throughout the diocese.   
 

All Parishes/Institutions are requested to email information on their greening initiatives as per 
the format available on the homepage of the website: mumbaiaoe.webs.com to 

mumbaiaoe@gmail.com every month  
 

Let’s endeavour to green our diocese together! 
 

 

Fruits and vegetables are grown 
at Our Lady of the Sea, Uttan.  
A Creation Chapel was blessed in 

January 2019. 
 

Parishioners of Infant Jesus, 
Ghatkopar East began 

depositing old newspapers, used 
electrical and electronic gadgets 
in the parish office for recycling 

February 2019 onwards. 
 

Rural Exposure Programme for Parish 

Green Teams at Nashik – January 2019 

Green Bal Melava in Marathi 

attended by 581 children of 

Bhayandar Deanery – February 

2019 

What is Good Life: 
Caring for Creation in 

Marathi – one-day 
training programme for 
Bhayandar Deanery in 

March 2019 

Fruits and vegetables being grown 

at Our Lady of the Sea, Uttan 



A COASTAL MESS: NEW CRZ RULES 
 

Last April, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change issued a draft Coastal 
Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notification, 2018.  The Union Cabinet approved this notification, 
which seeks to replace the existing CRZ Notification of 2011, in December 2018.  The 
notification was made public as G.S.R. 37(E) on 18th January 2019.  Among its salient features 
are: eased Floor Space Index (FSI) norms in urban areas, reduced no development zone in 
densely populated areas, streamlined CRZ clearances, and permitting the set-up of 
temporary tourism facilities in beaches.  These changes promote commercialisation in the 
most protected zones and can have disastrous consequences for the communities living on 
the coastline and also the environment.   

 

In Mumbai, the new CRZ 
notifications allow builders 
in the island city to get FSI of 
up to 3 from the current 1.33 
depending on road width.  In 
suburbs, this can go up from 
1 to 2.7.  The notification also 
permits real estate activities 
up to 50 metres of the high 
tide line and creation of 
temporary structures like 
shacks, changing rooms, 
toilets on the seaward side of 
the road in rural coastal 
areas.  Mumbai’s fragile coastline is just not equipped to handle the load. 
 

Fishermen, activists and environment experts are contesting the notification at the High 
Court of Bombay in Goa.  The Centre recently clarified that provisions of this notification 
shall not apply, and the 2011 notification continue to remain in force, till coastal states 
update their coastal zone management plan (CZMP).  The only update required in 
Maharashtra’s CZMP is to draw the 50-metre line for creeks and bays.  
 

The easing of CRZ norms is highly questionable at a time when all science and signs 
underscore the need for a withdrawal from the seas.  India’s western coast, including 
Khambat and Kutch, besides parts of the Konkan coast and South Kerala as well as the 
deltas of the Ganga, Krishna, Godavari, Cauvery, and Mahanadi on the East Coast are 
among the most ‘vulnerable’ areas as the sea level is projected to rise by 3.5 to 34.6 inches 
between 1990 and 2100, leading to inundation of valuable land and habitat.  If the 
notification survives, the coastal encroachments enabled by it will likely be swallowed by 
the sea in the next few decades. 
 

Sources: https://www.heraldgoa.in/Goa/CRT-wants-CRZ-2018-notification-withdrawn-

/140701.html｜https://www.livelaw.in/cabinet-approves-coastal-regulation-zone-notification-2018-with-relaxed-restrictions/ 

｜https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/environment/new-crz-rules-clear-coast-for-realtors-may-trigger-disaster-

62877｜https://www.newsclick.in/commercialisation-coast-modi-government-overhauls-coastal-regulation-zone 

｜https://www.freepressjournal.in/mumbai/new-crz-notifications-developing-disaster-for-

mumbai/1450638｜https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/mumbai-for-buildings-in-crz-areas-wait-for-extra-fsi-just-

got-longer/articleshow/68196007.cms｜ https://scroll.in/article/907833/new-draft-rules-will-marginalise-fishers-hand-over-

indias-coasts-to-tourists-and-real-estate-firms 
 

 
 

http://www.moef.nic.in/sites/default/files/GSR%2037(E)%20DATED%2018.01.2019.pdf


NEW FROG SPECIES DISCOVERED IN THE WESTERN GHATS 
 

An international team of scientists, 
including those from the Centre for 
Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore, has identified a 
new species of frog in the Western 
Ghats, once again highlighting the rich 
biodiversity of the region.  The frog is 
named Astrobatrachus kurichiyana: 
Astrobatrachus to highlight the starry 
spots on the side of its body and 
kurichiyana to honour members of the 
‘Kurichiya’ tribal community of 
Wayanad in Kerala, where the 

specimens of this new species were found.  As of now, this species is known only from the 
Kurchiyarmala peak of Wayanad.  It is secretive and remains below leaf litter under the 
thick tree canopy of the shola forests in the region. 
 

Sources: https://www.deccanherald.com/science-and-environment/new-frog-species-discovered-in-western-ghats-

723343.html ｜https://iisc.ac.in/events/another-ancient-frog-from-the-western-ghats/ 
 

 
 

INDIA TAKING LEAD IN SETTING TIMELINE TO ELIMINATE SINGLE-USE PLASTIC:  

UN ENVIRONMENT ACTING HEAD  
 

UN Environment acting executive director 
Joyce Msuya congratulated India for taking 
the lead in putting a timeline to eliminate 
the consumption of single-use plastic by 
2022.  Still, the Indian government, she feels, 
needs to take tough decisions to confront the 
burning issue of air and water pollution.  
While talking about India's role in the South 
Asia region, Msuya said, "With a large 
talented human capital 
and technological 
innovation, India has a 
big potential in 
resolving 
environmental issues.  
As India continues to 
play a leadership role 
in many segments, this 
is high time the country 
plays a leadership role in dealing with 
environmental challenges in the region."  
 

According to Msuya, the UN's call for India 
is to bring a 'sense of urgency' to resolve 
environmental issues.  "The positive thing 
about India is that there is already an 
awareness and some policy decisions to 
tackle pollution...   Our call for India is 
therefore to speed up with what they have 
already started," she said.  In order to tackle 
most of the environmental concerns in India, 

Msuya suggested the country 
engage with the private sector 
to have technological 
innovative, clean alternatives; 
to involve mass media and 
civil society groups to spread 
awareness beyond big cities, 
and to have policy 
innovation.  She also 
appreciated civil society in 

India for working as a pressure group to 
address various environmental concerns.   

 

Source: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/environment/pollution/india-taking-lead-in-setting-timeline-to-eliminate-
single-use-plastic-un-environment-acting-head/articleshow/68502522.cms 

 

 
 

https://iisc.ac.in/events/another-ancient-frog-from-the-western-ghats/


Image source: World Economic Forum 

ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS DOMINATE GLOBAL RISKS IN 2019 
 

Each year the World Economic Forum publishes its Global Risk Report to identify and 
analyse the greatest risks and issues facing the world.  For the third year in a row, 
environment-related risks represent the greatest threat with extreme weather, failure of 
climate-change mitigation and adaptation, as well as natural disasters ranked as top three 
most severe risks.  The report highlights that it is in relation to the environment that the 

world is most clearly sleepwalking into catastrophe.  

 
 

 

 
 

Source: https://www.cdsb.net/task-force/883/environmental-risks-dominate-global-risks-2019 
 

 
 

 

http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Global_Risks_Report_2019.pdf

